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hether their reasons related to hitting the jackpot, biblical belief or

practicality, the craze of July 7 weddings had thousands of couples

across the nation tying the knot that day.

As couples scrambled to secure the most-sought-after wedding date of the year,
many had trouble securing necessities such as flowers and cakes because service
providers were booked. 'Sorry, we're booked™ seemed to be the response from most
vendors as droves of brides-to-be sought out services. People were still calling up to
two months before the popular July date, according to Sandra Williams, a wedding
planner with Finishing Touch. As a planner, Williams physically needs to be present
at events, which means only two lucky couples could obtain services, one for a

moming event, and another during the evening. Couples seemed “pretty desperate™
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and many were turned away earlier in the year — they didn't really
think ahead, she explained. Williams was booked for July 7, 2007

back in 2005,

Flaral designer Terrie Easley also turned away dozens of brides.
tasley handled many weddings on the days surrounding Saturday,

for couples not lucky enough to snag the actual date.

“For some people, numbers are really important, The dates look
cool on their invitations or make their wedding different than

athers,” Williams added.

Another concern was cost. Because of supply and demand,
people needed to be prepared to pay more. “Things will be more

expensive on popular dates,” explained Williams,

Warren Kawamoto of Innovative Images by Warren also turned
away numerous couples requesting his videography services.
Kawamoto, like Williams, was only able to accommodate no
more than two parties that day. | know make-up artists that were
dealing with five different weddings that day, he said. “Some
vendors were skimping services because resources were spread
too thin,” Kawamoto added. “The minister rushed his service to

gel to the next wedding.™

Different reasons drove brides and grooms-to-be toward the lucky
numbers — wanting to exchange their vows on the seventh day
of the seventh month of the seventh year. Some couples were
drawn because seven is considered sacred and mentioned in the
Bible. Others thought of it as a lucky number or an easier means

of remembering their anniversary date.

Wedding ceremony sites, caterers, photographers and planners
may have turned brides away for this lucky date, but other papular
dates are already making their mark. If you are looking to get
married on June 7, 2008 (6-7-8) or Aug. 8, 2008 (8-8-8), planners

suggest booking everything well in advance. -pau



